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4.3 Remove the nuts/bolts (arrow) and lift
off the cover (the shape of the cover
varies)

4 Thermostat - removal and installation

1 Symptoms of a faulty thermostat are overheating or cool running of the engine, slow warm-up and an

inefficient interior heater. 

2 Drain sufficient coolant (about 3 quarts) from the radiator, so the coolant level is below the thermostat

housing. 

3 Disconnect the radiator upper hose from the thermostat housing, which is located at the forward end of the

cylinder head (inline engine) or intake manifold (V6 and V8 engines)   . 

4 Remove the thermostat housing bolts and lift the cover off. It may be necessary to tap the housing with a

rubber mallet to break the gasket seal. 

5 Lift out the thermostat, noting the direction in which it is installed   . 

(see Illustration) 

(see Illustration) 
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4.5 Lift out the thermostat - note the
location of the spring

4.6 Make sure that the thermostat housing
and cover sealing surfaces are completely
free of old sealant and gasket material

6 Use a scraper or putty knife to remove all traces of old gasket material and sealant from the mating surfaces 

 . Make sure that no gasket material falls into the water passages; it is a good idea to stuff a rag

in the passage. 

7 Place the new thermostat in position. 

8 Place a new gasket in position and apply a bead of silicone sealant to the mating surface of the thermostat

housing. 

(see illustration) 
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9 Install the thermostat housing and tighten the bolts to the specified torque. 

10 Fill the cooling system. 

11 Connect the cable to the negative battery terminal. 

12 Start the engine, bring the cooling system up to operating temperature and check the thermostat housing and

hoses for leaks. 
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